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                  Redpolls 
 

  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A trio out of the flock of Redpolls found at 

Presque Isle (Erie) in 2011. That year, like 

this, had a bumper crop of juvenile birds to 

feed on a poor Canadian crop. 

The male Redpoll (Common) has a pinkish 

breast and the bold red cap on its head. 
 

 

Redpolls move in flocks as they descent 

south out of Canada. They are attracted to 

birch catkins as in this photo. 

Note bold, dark stripes on this (Common) 

Redpoll’s sides. 
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Pine Siskins 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pine Siskins often can be found in 

Pennsylvania. A male with yellow 

whisps in his wings (while at rest) is 

above, while a female feeds below. 

Their sharp, pointy beaks distinguish 

them easily from House Finches.  

A classic photo of a Pine Siskin shows 

the beautiful pattern of yellow on its 

wings and rump as it exits the bath. 

 
 

This feeder is populated by Pine 

Siskins, that are aggressive defenders 

of their “rights” to seeds. 

One siskin fights off a larger House 

Sparrow trying to land on the feeder.   
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              Purple Finches 
         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Purple Finches look similar to male House 

Finches, but they are overall red. Here a 

male at Sax-Zim Bog devours a black oil 

sunflower seed  

The female Purple Finch, again, is very 

similar to a House Finch, but her 

distinctive white eyebrow and malar 

stripe set her apart from the other finch. 

 
 

The Purple Finch’s plumage looks like 

he was completely dipped in raspberry 

juice, all the way to his tail. 
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Evening Grosbeaks 
 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evening Grosbeaks have had a large population 

increase this year, so chances of them coming 

down into Pennsylvania are good. 

 

Males sport Steeler/Pirates/Penguin colors, 

while the females are mostly a duller gray.  

Here a few of the large flock rest 

in a nearby pine tree above the 

Yeany property in 2012. 

A large flock of Evening Grosbeaks 

crowded the area around Marienville, 

PA in 2012. They prefer platform 

feeders like this, stocked with black 

oil sunflower seeds. 
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                     Crossbills 
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                     Female                     Male 

White-winged Crossbills appeared in 

Pittsburgh’s Allegheny Cemetery in 2009. 

 

 

 

Red Crossbills have been reported in 

the Pittsburgh area despite predictions 

they would move into western Canada. 
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Other Birds 
 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Western states in the US will see an 

increase in Blue Jays from Canada. We 

have no problem seeing this ubiquitous 

bird in Southwestern Pennsylvania. 

 

 

An irruption of Black-capped 

Chickadees in Canada may spill 

across the border into the US. 

 

 

 

 

Red-breasted Nuthatches have been 

on the move south for several 

months. One may visit your feeder 

this winter. 
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                  Snowy Owls 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

An immature Snowy Owl 

appeared in Cambria County 

in the winter of 2009. We 

found it awakening on a 

snowy hillside near a farm. 

 

 

 

 

The same owl landed in a tree a mile 

away and remained in spite of this 

human creature approaching cautiously. 

It did not know fear of humans. 

 

 

 

 

At the end of the following month in 

2009, another immature Snowy Owl 

was found in the city of Pittsburgh 

atop a Methodist church! 
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