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EXCITING TOUR –Linda Arthur (left) and Kathy Miller pose in a forest
of giant trees during their tour of Papua New Guinea (photo by guide
Joseph Yenmoro). A dazzling Raggiana Bird-of-Paradise, above, was a
highlight of their bird list (photo by Denise Jeffrey).

We’ll Enjoy Papua New Guinea’s Exotic Birds on June 6
Papua New Guinea soared to the top of Kathy Miller’s
birding bucket list when she learned that nearly 800 species of
birds have been recorded there, including more than 30 species
of bird-of-paradise. She spent August 2017 in that exotic land in
the southwestern Pacific with her older sister and frequent birding
companion, Linda Arthur.
Kathy will share her experiences at our Three Rivers Birding
Club meeting on Wednesday, June 6. The meeting will be held
at the Phipps Garden Center, 1059 Shady Avenue in Shadyside.
Doors will open at 6:30 PM for socializing, a business meeting
will begin at 7:30, and Kathy’s program will start at 8:00.
Sixteen different birds-of-paradise were among the 247
species of avifauna they recorded during their visit. Kathy has
been an avid birder for 40 years. A native of Richmond, Virginia,

she and her sister first began observing birds in the 1970s on their
frequent trips to the Outer Banks. An internship and subsequent
job in Galveston, Texas, exposed Kathy to the rich diversity of
birds along the coast of the Gulf of Mexico and ignited the interest
in birds that still burns in her today.
Traveling with either her sister or her husband, Tom Brown,
Kathy has birded on every continent but Antarctica, and in much
of the U.S., including Alaska and Hawaii. Recently retired, Kathy
and Tom now often visit parks and refuges in their motorhome,
“Archie the RV,” while also seeing as much of the rest of the
world as they can. They always return home to the North Hills of
Allegheny County for the spring warbler migration and the sweet
days of summer.
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ways we can watch birds – not simply to identify them but to
understand them better by watching their activities.
Bob VanNewkirk’s “President’s Message” offers good advice.
Tom Moeller’s “Observations” shows us possibilities for enjoying
bird’s
birds’ behavior in your own yard. Dave Brooke shows how to
identify two common species.
Geoff Malosh shows us how to distinguish a gull species that
is rare in Pennsylvania. Steve Gosser depicts “The Battle of Snowy
Ridge” − showing how an alert photographer can thrill us.
Speaking of identification, that rare gull for Pennsylvania
is in Geoff’s photo at right. What species? See page 8.
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By Bob VanNewkirk

In first grade I was taught to read using a basal reading series
published by Scott Foresman. The book we used was called We
Look and See. Dick and Jane were the main characters along with
the supporting characters of Sally (sister), Mother, Father, Puff
(the cat), and Spot (the dog). The teaching method incorporated
recognizing words by sight through repetition in short chapters
featuring the adventures of Dick and Jane. The adventures as I
think back on them now, were quite boring, but I did learn to read.
The first sight word I learned to identify and could read was
LOOK. As it turned out, that word has served me well every day
of my life. I now spend time each day directing my attention to
familiar activities: checking my daily schedule, looking for my car
keys, observing birds at my feeders, viewing various bird-related
web cams, watching local and national news broadcasts, reading
and sending emails, pondering weather forecasts, examining daily
bird reports, checking my calendar for upcoming outings, scanning
sports scores, rediscovering interesting articles in my old bird
magazines, and looking forward to FaceTime with the grandkids.
But when it comes to looking strictly from a birder’s point of
view, I began to think of the many phrases and meanings that can
be attached to that simple act. And since I am also a list maker,
here are some of my favorite ways to look at birding.
Looking closely: Beginning birders tend to first form a
general impression of any given species, and then try to make
an identification based on its size, color, habitat, beak shape,
and behavior. But getting a good look is not the same as looking
closely. For example, from a young age, I could easily take a quick
look and identify a robin. But I didn’t know there was a difference
between a male and a female. The same might be true with sexing
the differences between a Downy or a Hairy Woodpecker. Let me
test you with this. How can you tell a male from a female Northern
Flicker? The male has the black mustache.
There are many other species that look similar, and it requires
one’s patience and persistence to really look closely at a bird to
notice its field marks distinctly. Watch the bird as long as it lets
you. Resist the urge to instantly open your field guide to find its
picture. When glimpsing over large numbers of the same species,
the tendency is to assume they are all the same. It’s very easy to
pass over one that may be different. The way to become better with
identification is to stay focused on the subject in your binoculars.
Go birding with others and say out loud the field marks you see.
Jotting notes or drawing a bird while taking a long hard look at it,
are other good strategies to try.
Looking out: There are frequently alarming reports coming
from ornithologists, conservationists, and casual bird watchers that
song birds are in decline. Some reasons that came to my mind are
habitat loss, pesticides, domestic cats, poaching, wind turbines,
climate change, oil spills, natural disasters, window and skyscraper
collisions, tropical forest destruction, and long-line fishing. The
attack on nature seems relentless.
There are many organizations working in partnerships
with others both nationally and globally that are committed to
protecting and managing wildlife habitats for all species. For your
love of nature, especially birds, I would encourage you also to
look out for birds by contributing or joining any of the national
or local organizations such as the American Birding Association,
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the American Bird Conservancy, Western PA Conservancy, the
Nature Conservancy, Cornell Lab of Ornithology, World Wildlife
Fund, Allegheny Land Trust, National Audubon Society, Audubon
Society of Western PA, National Wildlife Federation, Ducks
Unlimited, and the National Aviary.
Look kindly upon birds closer to home. Build and erect
bird houses, hang bird feeders, participate in any of the
numerous citizen-science projects initiated by the Cornell Lab
of Ornithology, attend birding festivals, provide water for birds,
plan a garden for wildlife, apply BirdTape to windows to prevent
bird collisions, join more than one bird club, travel to see birds, or
donate money to a wildlife rehabber or a conservation group acting
on behalf of birds.
A dirty look: Although I do not like referring to some
species as “trash birds,” I can’t say much in defense of European
Starlings or House Sparrows. They are aggressive breeders and
displace native birds. They take over habitat and increase their own
population while decreasing those of native species.
Some other species, such as Canada Goose and Rock Pigeon,
are also looked down upon. Canada does not have a national bird,
but it does have many Canada Geese.
Geese are often frowned upon because of their noisiness, and
their droppings on golf courses, community parks, or recreational
fields. Geese are extremely successful at adapting to human areas
where they find food and few natural predators. On the plus side,
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Don’t Miss Your Chances
for a Big Spring Bird List
By Steve Thomas, Outings Director
Friday, May 4 – Sewickley Heights Park: In
collaboration with the Fern Hollow Nature Center, Bob
VanNewkirk (412-366-1694; van126@comcast.net), will lead
us starting at 8:00 AM in the upper parking lot. See 3rbc.org
for directions to the park. Be prepared for muddy trails. Bring a
lunch or snacks and water if you wish to continue birding in the
afternoon at selected places along Little Sewickley Creek Road.
Saturday, May 5 − Harrison Hills Park: Meet leader Jim
Valimont (412-828-5338) at 8:00 AM at this county park off
Freeport Road between Natrona Heights and Freeport. As you
enter the park, bear right and proceed to the parking lot at the
end of the road. The lot is near the pond. Dress for wet grass and
mud. Previous spring outings have produced a nice variety of
warblers, Philadelphia and Yellow-throated Vireos, Rose-breasted
Grosbeaks, and Scarlet Tanagers. See 3rbc.org for directions
Friday, May 11 – Presque Isle: This trip to one of
Pennsylvania’s greatest birding locations will be led by Bob
VanNewkirk (412-366-1694; van126@comcast.net). Meet at 8:00
AM at the first parking lot on the right after entering the park.
From Pittsburgh, take I-79 North until it ends. Take the exit for
Route 5 West (also called West 12th Street) and continue for about
one mile. Turn right onto Route 832, which leads directly into the
park. Allow 2.5 hours driving time. The migration should still be
well underway, but you never know what to expect here. Presque
Isle has produced some of Pennsylvania’s best (and only) records
of rarities. Bring a lunch, snacks, and water for this all-day outing.

HOPING FOR THIS ONE – High on the list of most-wanted
species on 3RBC’s outings this spring is a Canada Warbler. Steve
Gosser found this spectacular singer at Clear Creek State Park in
Jefferson County on May 24, 2015.
Thrushes, and we should see Dark-eyed Juncos that breed in the
area. Vireos, flycatchers, and Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers should be
seen and heard.  
We will next hike the Wolf Rocks Trail through Forbes State
Forest out to the Wolf Rocks Overlook which is about a twomile round trip. It is level but a bit rocky. The habitat is forest
with an understory of Mountain Laurel and Rhododendron. Be
prepared with good hiking boots or shoes that are good for trail
walking. Bring a lunch if you like, and we can eat after the hike at
the picnic area next to the parking lot.
Directions: Take the turnpike east to the Donegal Exit. After
passing through the toll booths, turn left on Route 31 East. The
Dairy Queen will be a short distance on the left. A McDonald’s
and a BP gas station is on the opposite side of the road, where
restrooms are available.  
We will drive from the meeting location up to Laurel Summit
State Park where we will park and begin the hike.
***
Outings are free and open to the public. In the event of
inclement weather, call the leader in advance to confirm whether
the outing is on or canceled. Call the leader, too, with other
questions about weather, driving, or trail conditions.
Sometimes events occur on short notice. So, “Like” the
Three Rivers Birding Club on Facebook and watch our website for
late-breaking news of outings, cancellations, and other events that
couldn’t make our newsletter’s deadline.
Our website now includes “Bird Species Lists of Recent
Outings.” The lists also include numbers of each species, and when
the information comes from eBird, the lists also include many
excellent photos.

Friday, May 11 – Sewickley Heights Park: In collaboration
with the Fern Hollow Nature Center, Sheree Daugherty
(shereedaugherty@gmail.com) will lead this bird walk starting
at 8:00 AM from the upper parking lot. For directions, see 3rbc.
com. Be prepared for muddy trails. It is also advisable to bring
water and a lunch. Besides birding in the park we will drive and
make stops along Little Sewickley Creek. Louisiana Waterthrush,
Yellow-throated Warbler, and Warbling Vireo nest in the area.
Saturday, May 12 – Deer Lakes Park: Todd Hooe (hooe@
verizon.net; 412-805-6909) and Oliver Lindhiem will lead this
outing focusing on spring migrants (warblers, flycatchers, vireos,
etc.). We will begin at 6:30 AM and end about 11:30 AM. Meet
at the small lot across from Wagman Observatory at these GPS
coordinates: 40.625309, -79.813333. We will hike approximately
3-4 miles. Although the trails are fairly well maintained, please
dress for possible wet grass, mud, and rainfall.
Saturday, June 9 − Laurel Mountain: Meet leader Mike
Fialkovich (412-303-0010) at 7:00 AM in the Dairy Queen parking
lot at Donegal Exit 91 of the Pennsylvania Turnpike. Just as the
breeding season is getting underway and you are missing the
migrating warblers, come visit many of them on their breeding
grounds. Canada Warbler, Blackburnian Warbler, a few Magnolia
Warblers, and many other species breed in the high-elevation
forests on the mountain. We will begin the outing with a short
walk from the parking area to Spruce Flats Bog to listen for Hermit

3

The Peregrine
President’s Message
continued from page 2

Canada Geese are the most hunted waterfowl in North America,
and their feathers provide excellent insulation in the making of
coats and comforters.
Rock Pigeons are often called “flying rats” by some who
look down their noses at them. Some people who live near urban
parks enjoy their presence and close proximity. Over time pigeons
can remember the faces of people who kindly feed seeds to them.
Pigeons also make good parents. Both male and female pigeons
share equally in the nesting duties while incubating their eggs.
Pigeons have a unique quality no other bird can boast. They can
suck up water! Perhaps humans should not judge a bird unfairly
because of its commonness and adaptability.
Looking on the bright side: Birds are present in my life
every day. No matter where I go, I only have to take the time to
look for them. They are beautiful to gaze upon, and their songs
give me a sense of peacefulness and joy. They have opened my
eyes to the beauty and interconnections found everywhere in
nature.
Over the years as a 3RBC member, I have been fortunate to
meet authors, artists, naturalists, ornithologists, club members, and
many birders who shared their personal stories about their own
joys of discoveries.
While looking forward to the future, I am encouraged with the
strong impetus to create a Young Birders’ Club in the Pittsburgh
area. The 3RBC continues to draw new members through its
website, meetings, and outings. Two other very successful outreach
programs, Audubon Society of Western PA’s eagle nest webcams
and the National Aviary’s Neighborhood Nestwatch, are very
appealing to people of all ages and from all over the tri-state
region.
Like anything in life, birding is how you choose to look at it!

Go Birding at Presque Isle
During a Big May Festival

Almost, But Not Quite, Alike
Dave Brooke had a nice opportunity to photograph a Hairy
Woodpecker (left) and a Downy Woodpecker (right) together at his
Natrona Heights yard in northeastern Allegheny County.
They look very similar, but note the Hairy’s larger overall size
and its much longer and thicker bill. The bit of red on the upper
rear of the Hairy’s head shows that it is a male. The Downy has
no red, showing that it is a female. Both the Downy and the Hairy
have that same male/female difference.
Something field guides usually emphasize is that a Downy has
conspicuous black spots or bars across its white outer tail feathers
but a Hairy does not. Don’t always try to identify a Downy by
this feature alone. Some Downy individuals seem to lack these
prominent black areas, and sometimes the black marks are not
visible from an observer’s angle of view.
Many birders can distinguish between the two at a glance, by
size, but Dave’s photo offers a helpful comparison for beginners.
Every time you see one of the two, study it carefully and you may
soon feel comfortable identifying it.
Although they are very similar in plumage, the two are not
“sister species” more closely related to each other than to any other
woodpeckers. Genetically, the smaller Downy is more closely
related to the small Nuttall’s, Ladder-backed, and Lesser Spotted
(of Europe), and the larger Hairy is more closely related to the
large Red-cockaded, White-headed, and Strickland’s species.

To see spring migrants in great numbers, the “Festival of the
Birds at Presque Isle” on May 18-20 will be a perfect place to go.
It is a weekend of expertly guided field trips to the state park’s
hottest birding spots, an array of educational workshops, a top-rank
banquet speaker, and special opportunities for fun.
Workshop topics will include “Birding for Beginners,”
“Waterfowl of Presque Isle,” “Drawing Naturally,” “Shorebird ID,”
“Spring Migration and Bird ID,” and “Yoga for Birders’ Necks.”
The banquet speaker will be J. Drew Lanham, a Clemson
University Master Teacher and Alumni Distinguished Professor in
Wildlife Ecology. His program is intriguingly titled “Ornitherapy:
Confessions of a Lapsed Lister and a Life Saved by Birds.”
There are even more opportunities for enjoyment: Do lagoon
birding from a pontoon boat. Visit the bird banding station. Take a
field trip for special birds of the night on Friday evening. Make a
trek to the Gull Point sanctuary for migrating shorebirds and terns.
See presqueisleaudubon.org/festival.html for details about all
the events and information on how to register.
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Backyard Bird Behavior:
Watch Bullies, Losers
and Raptors in Action
By Tom Moeller

Looking out the window at birds can be educational. Not only
to view the various species of birds that come to your yard but to
closely watch their behavior.
We have had two female Downy Woodpeckers near our
feeders in the past. However, recently we witnessed their first
“battle.” The two females squared off in a territory dispute that
morning. Both were flashing “V-wings” (as the Stokes Guide to
Bird Behavior calls it) at each other, a threatening move. The
wings were held up only for a second or two. The birds hopped
from limb to limb, always flashing wings and remaining within
feet of each other. One finally left.
I wrote an article in the November/December 2011 issue of
The Peregrine (Vol. 10, No. 6) about two Pileated Woodpecker
females fighting over a male. They chased each other around the
trunk of a tree while the male watched from above. The females
did a lot of bill-waving and wing displays as threats, a very
stylized confrontation. I wrote that such conflicts where a third
bird comes into an established pair’s territory most often ends with
the newcomer being forced out. The same sex partner chases the
intruder away; in both the Downy and the Pileated incidents, it was
female vs. female.
After watching that almost courtly skirmish of the two
female Downies, I witnessed a more basic clash between two male
cardinals the next day. We have an established pair in our area, and
even saw him presenting her with a seed recently. A second male
dared to enter our yard, and the response from the resident male
was immediate – no wing threats, no bill-waving, no posturing,
just straight forward attack and chase, attack and chase until “our”
male drove the second male out of the area. Not pretty, but quite
effective!
We also have had two male robins frequenting the yard daily
for over a month. They have gotten along well − even eating
side-by-side. Yet, when I put food out with some on the ground for
sparrows, cardinals, wrens, etc., one robin has claimed a certain
area as HIS, chasing smaller birds away, even the cardinals.
However, doves are bulky looking so he has left them alone −
same with grackles. Starlings may or may not be confronted. And
he is very aware of who gets too close!
One snowy morning a scrappy Song Sparrow (it chases House
Sparrows) wanted some food in the robin’s area, but it was chased
away. Yet, he came back at least seven or eight times, being chased
by the robin every time. No matter from which angle the sparrow
came, the robin confronted it. Neither one could eat the seeds on
the ground! A test of wills! And I’ve seen the second robin copy
this behavior around HIS area. A third male robin came by one
morning, but he was challenged by the more aggressive robin. The
two flew up in the air together a few feet, and the intruder quickly
left. You need a scorecard to know who is friend and who is foe.
The same goes for Mourning Doves. Certain individuals are
bullies pushing other birds away from a food area. One dove might
be singled out even in a large group as “unwelcome” and chased/
harassed by the bully. Only the bully picks on this individual; the
others do not seem to care. Such aggressive behavior is surprising
for such a docile seeming bird! However, with spring here, a male

READY… AIM… − A moment after Tom Moeller photographed
this sharp-eyed Sharp-shinned Hawk in his Squirrel Hill back yard,
it suddenly shot out toward its hoped-for prey.
dove may now puff up his feathers and pursue a female not as a
bully but as a paramour.
Then there are rarer incidents when a hawk may enter the
yard. I might look out and see no usual birds there, just a large
raptor sitting on a branch above the yard. On March 9, 2018, a
Sharp-shinned Hawk was sitting on our back fence, where it stayed
for over an hour. Obviously it had had a meal and was digesting
it. The yard was empty for a while, but the birds started coming to
our feeders anyway. Two goldfinches landed in taller bushes above
the hawk, but they spotted it and immediately left. Next, “our”
two Carolina Wrens started a two-voice chorus in a bush about 30
feet from the hawk, chattering and scolding it to leave. The hawk
did not even turn around. One wren was so worked up, it flew to a
feeder close to the hawk and began eating to calm itself. After they
left, a Song Sparrow also took the risk and got onto the feeder for
a quick meal. House Sparrows came near but dared not go to the
feeders.
Eventually the hawk stirred from its spot and started to look
around for its next victim. House Sparrows were nearby and maybe
a junco. The Sharp-shinned moved from the fence to a hedge top
and then bent over into attack mode. Suddenly it flew at the bush
where the wrens had been, grabbed at a bird, which flew back
through the hedge. The hawk dove into the hedge after the escapee,
but fell awkwardly over a retaining wall in the snow. It soon
popped back up empty-clawed. Not every attempt is successful
even for such an adroit flyer as a Sharp-shinned Hawk.
Watch the birds out your window – what they do, how they
interact, what and how they eat, whom they tolerate and whom
they do not, and have fun learning about them.
Reference:
Donald and Lillian Stokes. A Guide to Bird Behavior;
Volumes I-III (Stokes Nature Guides). Boston: Little, Brown and
Company, 1983.

Check out Tom’s gallery of photos on
the 3RBC website to see more avian
activities in his lively backyard.
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to spread out over a field in search of food. Two American Tree
Sparrows were discovered along the grassy edge of the trail. This
was a life bird for one participant.
We headed toward the Pipeline Trail, walking through the
“Bird Field” as it has been dubbed by the Fern Hollow naturalists.
Waxwings and goldfinches were noted but not counted. We figured
they probably had split from the group we first observed in the
parking lot. Two Golden-crowned Kinglets were discovered as
they pinballed their way through tree branches.
Unfortunately, the Pipeline Trail and our walk back to the
parking lot were void of birds. We totaled 23 species and 321
individual birds. Before leaving, we shared our favorite sightings
and expressed our joy for finding a good diversity of birds. A few
of us went on to the Fern Hollow Nature Center to enjoy a potluck
luncheon, which has also been our Great Backyard Bird Count
tradition. – by leader Bob VanNewkirk

Waterfowl, Raptors, and
Woodcocks Delighted Us
Sewickley Heights Park – February 17: This was the
seventh year that 3RBC has teamed with the Fern Hollow Nature
Center to participate in the annual Great Backyard Bird Count. Ten
birders gathered on a calm and chilly morning prepared to find as
many birds as we could.
As we pulled into the parking lot, we were immediately
directed to helping count Cedar Waxwings feasting on bittersweet
berries. The final tally was 43. A dozen American Goldfinches
occupied the same tree, but they seemed to be roosting, perhaps
waiting for their chance to feed on the berries. The meadow and
wooded edges produced a male and a female Eastern Bluebird,
crows, Song Sparrows, a cardinal, and a Blue Jay.
As we headed to the butterfly field, April Claus, a Fern
Hollow naturalist, wanted to show us an area adjacent to this field
that was clear cut to eliminate invasive bushes and plants. Another
area of the same size was cut near the Pine Tree Trail. The cutting
was proactive toward improving habitat for birds and mammals by
planting native grasses and shrubs. This project will be interesting
to monitor over the next few years to see how birds are drawn to
these areas. Walking along the Bridle Trail, the group stopped to
count 15 robins and a dozen starlings roaming over the backyard of
a house parallel to the trail.
The horse pastures along the Barberry Trail turned out to
be the most active section of the park. A Northern Mockingbird
was sighted at the top of a multiflora rose bush. A Red-bellied
Woodpecker flew out of the woods across a field. White-throated
Sparrows played hide-and-seek as they stayed low in bushes along
the fences. We spied a Turkey Vulture flying in the distance, and
three Red-tailed Hawks put on a good show as they ascended while
“riding” a thermal of air. Surprisingly, a flock of 59 Canada Geese
flew overhead and were counted by a few sharp-eyed birders.
Returning near the trail’s entrance, we observed large numbers of
robins, starlings, and juncos pouring out of the woods. They began

Moraine State Park – March 18: Four members − Rebecca
Hart, Dave Brooke, Mary Elsenheimer, and one other birder −
met at the Day Use parking lot at 8:00 AM on a cold but sunny
morning. The group observed there and along the South Shore
for an hour and a quarter. Many migrating ducks filled this part of
Lake Arthur including Buffleheads, American Wigeons, Hooded,
Red-breasted, and Common Mergansers, Ring-necked Ducks,
a pair of Common Goldeneyes, and a Ruddy Duck. The 24
Buffleheads were displaying courtship behavior. The Ruddy Duck
was a male in nonbreeding plumage. An immature Bald Eagle and
a flock of 10 grackles flew over the area.
The group moved on to the Bear Run Boat Launch, where an
Eastern Bluebird and a Belted Kingfisher among others were added
to the species list.
From there the group traveled to the Waterfowl Observation
Area, which was rather disappointing with only four species
sighted because the water was mostly frozen; however, the stop did
include a pair of adult Bald Eagles flying over.
A long drive over to McDanel’s Boat Launch on the north
side of the lake resulted in 11 species sighted. Only eight Ringnecked Ducks had been observed on the South Shore, but here a
conservative estimate of 28 ring-necks were found. Six Hooded
Mergansers were counted along with several species of passerines.
At that point Rebecca had to leave to join the Westmoreland
Bird Club on another outing, but the three others in our group
continued on to the Upper Boat Launch on Route 528. A Common
Loon and two Horned Grebes were added to the list along with
more Ring-necked Ducks, Buffleheads, and 10 Ruddy Ducks.
Another kingfisher was added.
Dave Brooke made one last stop alone at the Bear Run Boat
Launch again where he found the third kingfisher for the day and
the 35th species, eight Cedar Waxwings. The group saw a total
of 35 species at five locations. −compiled by Tom Moeller from
eBird reports submitted by Rebecca Hart and Dave Brooke.
Pymatuning Area – March 24: The 34 birders who gathered
at the Wildlife Center parking lot were a combined group of 3RBC
members and those of the Audubon Society of Western PA co-led
by Education Director Chris Kubiak. We were happy to welcome
some beginning birders who were making their first visit to
Pymatuning. Perhaps as a positive omen, an immature Bald Eagle
flew overhead as we began walking to the viewing area.
With a quick scan, the lake seemed devoid of waterfowl at
first, but plenty of eagle sightings were easily scoped in trees,
perched close together on fallen logs near the shoreline, or flying
close by. These charismatic birds were joyful to observe and

WELCOMING THE SPRING – Birders at 3RBC’s leaderless
outing at Moraine State Park on March 18 counted 21 Red-winged
Blackbirds. This one photographed in the park by Steve Gosser
was on territory the previous day.
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Woodcock Walk − March 28: Our first outing of the season
was quite successful. The temperature was in the 50s, but there was
a slight drizzle. Ten people showed up, six of them first-timers, and
three who got life birds! (Because of snow, the outing originally
scheduled for March 21 had to be cancelled, but I do not doubt that
the birds were active.)
Once we introduced ourselves, we walked along the swamp,
seeing Canada Geese, Mallards, cardinals, Song Sparrows, and
hearing/seeing the very vocal Red-winged Blackbirds. A Great
Blue Heron that I had seen on my way to the meeting spot was
still in the water hunting. We all got a great view, and as we got
closer, we must have spooked the bird. It took to the air, and as it
flew overhead in front of us, a second heron joined it. They made a
circular flyover, just above us, then headed to the river.
At the viewing spot for the rookery, it was very foggy. The
mist rising from the river almost covered the trees. There was no
activity, but we could see at least seven or eight adults sitting in
the nests. As we watched, the mist continued to rise in front of us,
blocking our view, and we could not see if there were any birds in
the trees, on the shore, or in the water.
We headed to the field, and as we got out of the vehicles,
we heard Spring Peepers over the hillside in Cove Run. We also
could hear the “peeting” of a few woodcocks across the road. As
we walked into the field, robins, cardinals and Song Sparrows
were calling, and the woodcocks were already “peeting” all along
the trail. A few hundred feet in, we stopped, and as we did, a bird
close by took to the air. We could hear and watch him climb into
the sky in a wide circular motion, reach his peak, then freefall
in a zigzagging motion to the ground. As we watched him, other
woodcocks were “peeting,” and others in the distance were taking
to the air. It was one of the most active outings I’ve had. Birds
were flying overhead, feet away and constantly “peeting.” We
easily had a dozen birds. There was a steady, misty rain falling, but
the temperature made it bearable. –by leader Tommy Byrnes

continued from page 6

caused some of the experienced birders to recall when DDT all but
wiped out Pennsylvania’s nesting eagles. The last three state Bald
Eagle nests were in the Pymatuning region in the late 1970s.
As we walked back toward the parking lot, an Eastern
Bluebird flew out of a nest box. Our first good looks of waterfowl
were provided by Buffleheads, a Horned Grebe, and Common
Mergansers. A mystery hawk perching across the lake provided
an opportunity for a teaching discussion about its identification.
Eventually, using the bird’s viewable field marks, size, and shape,
it was determined to be a Red-shouldered Hawk.
We caravanned to the Spillway and found a few Herring Gulls
mixed with many Ring-billed. An adult eagle was quickly found
along the treed shoreline. A Horned Grebe and a pair of Hooded
Mergansers foraged near the spillway’s overflow. On the lakeside
we discovered more Horned Grebes, a pair of Ruddy Ducks,
and Common Mergansers. On Glen Island, we spied three more
juvenile Bald Eagles perched in the same tree. No one jokingly
commented about their commonness.
The Hartstown propagation pond and surrounding fields
proved to be birdy, as usual. Three Tundra Swans, resting close
to the shoreline, drew typical “oohs and aahs” from the birders.
Sightings of Gadwall, American Wigeon, Green-winged Teal, and
Hooded Merganser also were enjoyed. A swooping eagle over the
back side of the pond temporarily scattered the ducks. Our first
Turkey Vulture was spotted flying in the distance.
On our way to the Miller Ponds, two American Kestrels flew
across the road and perched on a power line that offered them a
good lookout for prey. The ponds were a bonanza for waterfowl
and raptors. We enjoyed many close-up views of the elegantlooking Northern Pintails, Green-winged Teal, Mallards, Northern
Shovelers, and Ring-necked Ducks. Crisscrossing over the field,
a male Northern Harrier came into view. Just as suddenly, a kiting
Rough-legged Hawk was discovered near the end of the same field.
Over the treetops and circling into our view appeared two adult
eagles, two immatures eagles, and a Red-tailed Hawk. The two
young eagles locked talons and spiraled downward briefly.
Following our traditional lunch at the Spillway Inn, we briefly
visited the Fish Hatchery where we spotted American Black Duck
and Lesser Scaup, and added six more eagles to our count. As we
headed out of the park toward our next birding area, we pulled
onto a parking area off Route 285 to watch a Northern Harrier and
a Rough-legged Hawk hunt in the same field. The harrier was more
obliging to view as he landed on the ground for scope viewing.
On our way home, we stopped on McMichael Road to see
what might be in the marsh. We were soon rewarded with two
Sandhill Cranes flying overhead, two Rusty Blackbirds, a hundred
or more Northern Pintails, and a small flock of American Tree
Sparrows foraging in brush along the stream.
Our last stop for the day at Custards produced two new
species: Redhead ducks and Tree Swallows. The swallows swirled
together in a dizzying display trying to catch whatever insects were
hatching in the marsh. One more eagle was briefly seen flying low
over the water. My day’s eagle tally was 40.
During the morning’s briefing, Chris Kubiak asked the
group, “What do you call a flock of eagles?” The answer is − a
Jubilation. I think it is fair to say that after our successful outing to
Pymatuning, it should be noted as our Day of Jubilation. Fortyseven species were noted. Many in the group added one or more
lifers to their personal bird list, and the waterfowl and raptors
mesmerized us with their beauty, behavior, and diversity. –by
leader Bob VanNewkirk

Want The Peregrine Online Only?

Vice President Sheree Daugherty announced at our April
4 meeting that members can choose not to receive a paper
copy of The Peregrine.
The online version at 3rbc.org offers bright color,
reduces clutter, saves trees, and protects the environment, and
saves expensive mailing costs for the club.
If you would like to start seeing the newsletter only on
our website, email Tom at thosjmoel@gmail.com and ask
him to put you on the “online only” list and no longer receive
paper copies.
Your membership rates remain the same with this
change. It is your preference whether or not to receive the
paper copy.

New Online Feature: Videos!

Our website now includes videos. Webmaster Tom
Moeller created the page, which now features interesting
behavior by a screech-owl and two robins. The menu on the
left side of each page has a link to “Videos.” Submit one of
your videos to Tom at thosjmoel@gmail.com.
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Surprise at Lake Arthur: a Beautiful California Gull
Geoff Malosh discovered and photographed this California
Gull on December 3, 2017, at Lake Arthur in Moraine State Park.
The species is a rare visitor to the eastern U.S., seen rarely in
western Pennsylvania only at Presque Isle State Park. This is the
second Butler County record.
Geoff’s photo on the front page (in color in The Peregrine
online) shows two key features for distinguishing an adult
California Gull from Ring-billed and Herring Gulls: its combined
black and red spot on the lower mandible and its dark eye. Adult
Ring-billed has a complete black ring around the bill and a pale

eye. Adult Herring has only a red spot on the bill and a pale eye.
Geoff explains more identification features and illustrates
them well at ebird.org/view/checklist/S40897671. His report also
includes photos of the Black-headed Gull that accompanied the
huge Ring-billed flock at the same time.
There is a lesson to learn from Geoff’s discovery of the
California Gull. Take time to scan flocks of gulls carefully. Before
Geoff spotted it, did other birders look too quickly at the large
flock and missed it?

Aidan Place’s Team Raised
$5,500 to Help Save Birds
Our young 3RBC birder Aidan Place and two other collegeage birders sponsored by the American Birding Association and
Leica had a fund-raising goal of $5,000 to aid bird conservation in
an international “Champions of the Flyway” competition.
The team topped that by raising over $5,500. The Three
Rivers Birding Club helped with a $200 contribution, and some
3RBC members made personal contributions as well.
Teams from many nations competed to find the most bird
species within 24 hours in an area of southern Israel. Aidan’s team
named the Subadult Wheatears finished with 147 species -- an
impressive total for a first attempt in the difficult competition.
Overall, the competition raised nearly $100,000 this year for
BirdLife International subsidiaries in Serbia and Croatia to combat
illegal bird hunting and trapping in the European flyway where
millions of migrating birds face horrific slaughter.
Aidan says, “I would be thrilled and honored to speak at a
3RBC meeting. The team will be returning to Israel for the 2019
race, and we are hoping to shatter our fundraising amount from
this year. Speaking at 3RBC would be an incredible opportunity
and a huge help towards our goal of spreading awareness and
outreach both about the team and about the issues surrounding bird
poaching in the Western Palearctic. I will be moving back to the
states in June or July and will be in the Northeast, if not Pittsburgh,
through 2019.”

Black-headed Gull Returns
Many birders went to Lake Arthur to see a Black-headed Gull
that lingered along the South Shore “beach” in early December
2017. Steve Gosser photographed it (left) on December 7.
This species is a rare western Pennsylvania visitor in the
winter, and it has an intriguing history of visiting exactly that same
location. The first one appeared in 1998, then single birds were
present in seven more winters from 2008 to 2017.
It is conceivably – perhaps almost certainly – the same
individual returning to roost comfortably with the Ring-billed Gull
flocks that gather there every winter when the water is open.
Geoff Malosh has a gallery of photos of this bird online at
ebird.org/view/checklist/S40897671. Black-headed is similar to
Bonaparte’s Gull but is larger and has a bright red bill.
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Shady Avenue Surprise
Throughout January 2018 an Eastern Screech-Owl was
roosting in a hole in a tree right across Shady Avenue from the
entrance to the Phipps Garden Center where our 3RBC meetings
are held. Tom Moeller photographed the tree (right), adding an
arrow pointing to the hole.
The owl was discovered by member Todd Ladner, who drove
by the tree every day on his way to work. In December he noticed
a face in the hole – the screech-owl! The owl liked to sun itself
on nice days, and Todd was able to photograph it for a charming
portrait (above).
On January 31, Todd captured a video of the screech-owl
sunning itself when chickadees and a nuthatch disturbed it, and the
owl disappeared down into its hole. See his video on the 3RBC
website. The reaction of the nuthatch is comical! Unfortunately, the
screech-owl was no longer seen soon after that time.

A Santa Ana Reprieve, But the Fight May Not Be Finished
technology, with restrictions on the kind of construction that can
be done to only existing fencing, but Santa Ana NWR is essentially
exempt. “The bill is very explicit in keeping any new border walls
from going up in Santa Ana,” said Scott Nicol, co-chairman of the
Sierra Club Borderlands. “I think we were successful in making
walling off Santa Ana politically toxic.”
Originally, the Santa Ana border wall was looking like a pilot
project for other sections of the wall, if only because the land was
federally owned and a place where a wall might be easily built.
In addition, the Administration had issued bidding guidelines that
drew on elements of eight prototypes that were each about 30 feet
(9.1 meters) high, much higher than existing barriers.
But the reprieve may be temporary. “This bill stated that
there wasn’t going to be any funding allotted for this year, but that
doesn’t mean that, that may not happen next year,” said RGV No
Border Wall organizer Melinda Melo.
Moreover, the threat still looms for other Lower Rio Grande
Valley locations like the National Butterfly Center, BentsenRio Grande State Park, La Lomita chapel, and home-and-farm
properties owned by individuals along the Rio Grande.
The border-wall battles over habitat in the LRGV will surely
continue.

(This report from the “Birding Community E-Bulletin”
deals with a topic of great interest to 3RBC members who visit the
Rio Grande Valley for its wonderful variety of birds. The bulletin
always has many items of interest to birders. Check it out and
subscribe free at tinyurl.com/E-bulletinSIGNUP.)
Birders, refuge friends, and conservationists of all stripes
have been watching developments at Santa Ana National Wildlife
Refuge for almost a year, concerned that plans for construction
of a huge border-wall would be accelerated, possibly isolating or
destroying valuable habitat in the Refuge System in the Lower Rio
Grande Valley of Texas. We summarized much of the dire concern
in the February issue: tinyurl.com/Feb18Ebulletin.
Last month, when the 2,232-page omnibus spending bill was
passed by Congress and signed by President Trump, it contained
a particular short sentence in reference to The Wall: “None of
the funds provided in this or any other Act shall be obligated for
construction of a border barrier in the Santa Ana National Wildlife
Refuge.”
Thus, the long, contentious, and unexpected struggle over
The Wall at bird-rich Santa Ana seems to have come to a close.
The spending bill includes $1.6 billion for border barriers and
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The Battle of Snowy Ridge
Two Fighters End Their Scuffle with a Truce

1.The Attack

2.The Defense

3. The Last Round

4. The Skirmish Ends

Steve Gosser, one of 3RBC’s finest photographers, describes
an exciting experience:
“In the last few weeks I’ve been on a quest to find some
Snowy Owls and on December 9, 2017, I finally got lucky. I drove
all the way over to Fairport Harbor, Ohio, along Lake Erie where
several had been spotted.
“Not only did I get pictures of one, but two of them in a
scuffle! I found one sitting on top of this little ridge and was taking
pictures of it for quite some time, when all of a sudden from
behind I saw these big white wings come flying up behind the owl
sitting. They had a quick scuffle, and then they both flew off.
“So lucky to have seen and then captured the whole sequence
with the camera.”
Peregrine editor Paul Hess asked Scott Weidensaul in
Schuylkill County, author of the Peterson Reference Guide to Owls

of North America and the Caribbean, to interpret this remarkable
behavior for 3RBC members:
“Based on the lack of obvious molt limits they both appear to
be juveniles (which make up the large majority of most irruptions
like this one). Accordingly, the spots rather than bars on the middle
secondaries suggests they are both males.
“This isn’t uncommon behavior. While snowies will
sometimes tolerate the presence of other Snowy Owls, they’re
often aggressive toward each other. Generally speaking, adults
are dominant over immatures, and females over males because
they have a size advantage, but snowies of all ages and sexes mix
it up like this. Usually there’s no harm done, but there are very
rare occasions when, say, a large female will kill and eat a smaller
male.”
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Birds in the Three Rivers

A flock of 67 Wild Turkeys were in Verona 12/30 (MHa).
Uncommon in winter, single Horned Grebes were reported
on the Allegheny River at Sharpsburg 12/31 (AH, PM) and at Six
Mile Island in Harmar Twp. 1/1 (AP, JC). One was on the Ohio
River at Emsworth Dam 1/11 (MH). The only American Coot
reported was at Emsworth 1/9 (PB).
There was an interesting passage of Sandhill Cranes in
December. A flock of 59 flew over Moon Twp. 12/14 (JB), and a
flock of 60 flew over O’Hara Twp. 12/26 (BP). A late Killdeer was
at Duck Hollow 12/7 (JS, SS). Wilson’s Snipe, is a fairly regular,
local winter resident. One was at Imperial 12/24 (MV).
Cold weather in late December and early January set up
conditions for rare gulls in Pittsburgh. An Iceland Gull and a
Lesser Black-backed Gull were at The Point 12/30 (MVV, AP,
GM, AH, PM). An adult Great Black-backed Gull was there
12/27-30 (GM, ST, MVV, AP). A first-winter Iceland Gull was
at Emsworth Dam on the Ohio River 1/10 (GM). An adult Lesser
Black-backed Gull was there 1/9-11 (SD, GM).
Small numbers of Turkey Vultures were present at various
locations during the entire period.
A Barred Owl was found during the Pittsburgh CBC in
Indiana Twp., a traditional location. Two Short-eared Owls were
at Imperial 1/22 (GM) and 3 on 1/28 (SD) − the first reports since
2015. Snowy Owls in December were 2 at a private location 12/5
(SR), 1 perching on the top of Heinz Field 12/20-21 (MW et al.),
and 1 listed on eBird in downtown Pittsburgh 12/29.
Rough-legged Hawk reports came from Imperial and nearby
areas, including a dark morph in Findlay Twp. 12/29-30 (MV). A
Red-shouldered Hawk was reported in Shaler Twp. 12/30 (JH).
An interesting sapsucker at a feeder in Gibsonia 1/6 (AB)
appeared to be a possible hybrid Yellow-bellied x Red-naped
Sapsucker. Photos are on eBird, but to my knowledge no one
knows for certain if it was a hybrid or a variant Yellow-bellied.
Single Merlins were found at South Park 12/30 (JP), at
Schenley Park 1/7 (GM), at Mt. Royal Cemetery in Shaler Twp.
12/19-30 (JH), and at Imperial 1/22 (JF). After an absence from a
former nest site, 2 Peregrine Falcons were back at the Tarentum
Bridge 1/12 (DB), raising hopes that a pair will breed there again.

Good Species & Variety
in Dec. 2017−Jan. 2018
By Mike Fialkovich, Bird Reports Editor

A blue morph Snow Goose was in Findlay Twp. 12/17-1/1
(MV) and a white morph was on the Allegheny River at Blawnox
1/6 (DY). Tundra Swan flocks were noted through December
into early January, a rather late movement of this species in the
county. Eleven were over Squirrel Hill 12/10 (JS, SS), 100 over
Hampton Twp. 12/13 (DN), 10 over The Point in Pittsburgh 12/30
(AP, MVV), and 36 that day over Kilbuck Twp. (CBC). On 1/4 two
flyover flocks were noted: 23 over the northern part of the county
(DN) and 22 over Verona (SK).
An American Wigeon was found at Imperial 12/17 and
nearby in Findlay Twp. 12/23 (MV). A Northern Pintail was
discovered at a pond in Highland Park, Pittsburgh 12/19 (BH,
AHa) and remained for weeks, offering close looks and photo
opportunities. One was also at Janoski’s Farm in Findlay Twp.
12/23-1/21 (MV, GM et al.), 3 were at Imperial 1/1 (JHA), and 1
remained 1/6 (TFo). Up to 3 Canvasbacks were at Emsworth Dam
1/7-11 (SD, PB, MH). Redheads gathered at Emsworth Dam when
rivers were frozen in January; the high count was 28 on 1/17 (SD).
Five Surf Scoters were a nice find on the Ohio River at
McKees Rocks 12/15 (JF). Two White-winged Scoters were
found at Dam No.4 on the Allegheny River at Natrona Heights 1/6
(AH, PM, DY). This was the only open water on the river for about
a week. When the ice broke, the birds moved on. A Long-tailed
Duck was with the scoters that same time, 1 was on the Ohio
River at McKees Rocks 1/1-3 (JF), and 1 was in Findlay Twp. 1/10
(SA, AP). Common Goldeneyes joined the crowd at Emsworth
Dam and the max count was 31 on 1/9 (PB). A Ruddy Duck on
the Allegheny River at Blawnox 1/1 was the only report (AP,
JC). American Black Duck, Green-winged Teal, Ring-necked
Duck, Greater Scaup, Lesser Scaup, Bufflehead, and all three
mergansers were reported, most in January when the rivers froze
nearly solid, concentrating the birds.

continued on page 12

When Is a Red-tail
Not Red-tailed?
The answer is when it is a juvenile.
Immatures’ tails are exquisitely marked with
alternating thin brown and thin white bands.
The rusty tail of an adult does not usually
appear until the molt at the start of the bird’s
second year.
Dave Brooke photographed this immature
from the clifftop at Harrison Hills Park in
Allegheny County on March 11, 2018. It was
almost at eye level – a sight line we seldom
see.
If this bird’s wings look unusually narrow
and the tail looks comparatively long, it is not
just from the angle of view. Juveniles have
narrower wings and longer tails than adults.
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Scott Kinzey, Pat Lynch, Sherron Lynch, Ryan McDermott, Pat
McShea, Geoff Malosh, Bob Mulvihill (BMu), Dick Nugent,
Pittsburgh Christmas Bird Count (CBC), Joe Papp, Bill Pfahl,
Aidan Place, Stephen Repasky, Kate St. John (KSJ), Brian Shema
(BSH), Ed Shott, Sam Sinderson (SSN), Jack Solomon, Sue
Solomon, Shannon Thompson, Steve Valasek, Jim Valimont, Mark
VanderVen (MVV), Mark Vass, Melissa Wolfslayer, Dan Yagusic.

continued from page 11

A nest box was installed on the bridge several years ago.
The American Crow roost estimate at Pittsburgh was 15,000
birds. A Fish Crow was present at Duck Hollow, and several were
seen in nearby Point Breeze 1/20 (MVV). Three Common Ravens
were in Oakmont during the CBC 12/30 (SSN).
A nice count of 250 Horned Larks were at Janoski’s Farm in
Findlay Twp. 1/7 (GM). Red-breasted Nuthatch reports included
singles in Forest Hills 12/9 (TBl), Shaler Twp. 12/30 (JH), and
Fox Chapel 12/30 (CBC). A Winter Wren was at Harrison Hills
Park 12/16 (MF, DB), and singles were tallied on the CBC 12/30 in
Indiana Twp. and North Park.
Hermit Thrush reports include singles at North Park 1/1
(KSJ) and Sewickley 1/15 (GM). A late Gray Catbird was a
surprise in Penn Hills 12/17 (MF).
A few Pine Siskins visited feeders: 1 in Gibsonia for most of
January and 2 there 1/25 (AB); 1 in Fox Chapel 12/20 (SV), 2 in
Hampton Twp. 1/16 (DN), and 4 in O’Hara Twp. in late January
(BSH).
Two Lapland Longspurs were at Janoski’s Farm in
Findlay Twp. 1/7 and 1 there 1/21 (GM). A Snow Bunting was
there 1/10 (SA, AP).
Unusually late sparrows were present this season. Eastern
Towhees were in three locations during the last half of December
and 8 were at South Park 1/17 (JF). Towhees are uncommon
here in winter. A Chipping Sparrow visited a feeder in Harmar
Twp. 12/12-15 (JV), and 1 visited a feeder in Plum 12/25 (AH,
PM). Field Sparrows are irregular in winter; 2 were in Jefferson
Borough 12/16 and 1 there 1/19 (BMu, JHA), and 2 were found
at North Park 1/20-21 (SD). Two Fox Sparrows were at a feeder
in Pine Twp. 1/6 (PL, SL) and 1 was in South Park 1/7 (JF).
Lincoln’s Sparrows are regular fall migrants, but beyond the
migration period they are unusual. Two visited a feeder in Pine
Twp. 1/23 (PL, SL). A late Swamp Sparrow was at Harrison Hills
Park 12/16 (MF, DB) and 4 were along Strauss Road in Findlay
Twp. 12/17 (MV), attracted to a corn crib at a farm. Whitecrowned Sparrows are regular in winter at that site and were
present during the period. Two were photographed at a feeding
station nearby 1/13 (TFo, eBird). A Dark-eyed “Oregon” Junco
was photographed in Oakmont 12/29 (RM).
We had quite a variety of blackbird reports. A Rusty
Blackbird was a surprise in Schenley Park 1/14 (KSJ), 1 visited a
feeder in Pine Twp. 1/20 and 2 were there 2/28 (PL, SL). Redwinged Blackbirds were still found in December: up to 22 in
Pine Twp. 12/23 (PL, SL) and 24 in South Park 1/17 (JF). A
Common Grackle was at Wingfield Pines 1/20 (GM), and 1 was
at Frick Park 1/27 (MF). Six Brown-headed Cowbirds were in
Findlay Twp. 12/17 (MV) and 1 visited a feeder in Squirrel Hill in
December (MVV).
A male Baltimore Oriole was photographed at a feeder in
O’Hara Twp. from late December to at least 1/13 (BSH). An adult
male Bullock’s Oriole was a fantastic surprise 12/8, when it was
reported at a feeder in Hampton Twp. (ES, reported by BMu). It
remained through the season and was enjoyed by many observers.
This furnished the first county record. (A photo appeared in the
March/April issue of The Peregrine.)

3RBC Honors Two Groups
With Conservation Awards
Three Rivers Birding Club has donated $250 each to two
local organizations: Wildbird Recovery in Valencia and the Purple
Martin Preservation Alliance headquartered in Natrona Heights.
Both organizations have expressed their gratitude to the club
and told us how they will use the funds. Wildbird Recovery will
use its gift to continue bird rehabilitation work praised in this quote
from a newspaper article: “Hundreds of birds are back in the sky,
filling Allegheny and the surrounding counties with song, thanks to
Nature’s guardian angels.”
The Purple Martin Preservation Alliance will use its gift for a
new tower of gourd-shaped nest boxes that must be replaced at the
Harrison Hills Park Environmental Learning Center.
Wildbird Recovery is a nonprofit organization dedicated to the
rehabilitation and release of distressed wild birds. Beth McMaster,
owner and operator, has dedicated her life to helping wild birds
and educating the public on how to conserve the natural resources
native to Pennsylvania.
The organization is state and federally licensed with over 15
years of training and experience in care and treatment of injured
and orphaned wild birds. See its activities at wildbirdrecovery.org.
The Purple Martin Preservation Alliance is an all-volunteer
conservation organization dedicated to the recovery and
preservation of Purple Martins through hands-on conservation
projects, public education, and scientific research.
Western Pennsylvania’s Purple Martin population was
virtually exterminated in June 1972 by a week of rain from
remnants of Hurricane Agnes. There were no flying insects on
which the martins depend for food, and the population has not
begun to recover until the alliance began to help.
Staffer Ken Kostka has expanded and managed a 50-pair
martin colony at McDanel’s boat launch at Lake Arthur and a 15pair colony at Saxon Golf Course in Sarver, Butler County. He has
erected and maintained housing at three sites along the Allegheny
River between Ford City and Natrona, as well as at Crooked
Creek State Park in Armstrong County. Most recently, Ken has
established a colony at Harrison Hills Park in Allegheny County.
See the association’s activities at www.purple-martin.org.

PSO Will Meet in Meadville

Many 3RBC members attend the Pennsylvania Society
for Ornithology’s annual meetings, and this year’s will be in
Meadville, Crawford County, on September 14-16. Friday evening
will feature an ID competition, field trips will be held on Saturday
and Sunday mornings, a set of short programs will highlight
Saturday afternoon, and the banquet will be on Saturday evening.
Details will be announced in the June issue of The PSO
Pileated newsletter, available at pabirds.org.

Observers: Sameer Apte, Jim Barcaskey, Tony Bledsoe (TBl),
Dave Brooke, Paul Brown, Alan Buriak, Jack Chaillet, Steve
Denninger, Mike Fialkovich, John Flannigan, Tom Forwood (TFo),
Mike Hamburg (MHa), Amanda Haney (AHa), Bob Haney, Jim
Hausman (JHA), Amy Henrici, Joyce Hoffmann, Mark Hopey,
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